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‘Translator’s Foreword 





‘his day have I perfected your religion for you and 
completed my favour unto you, and have chosen foryou as 
religion Al-Islam... 

The Glorious Qur'an 5:3 


A great number of qualified jurisprudents and so 
many Muslim scholars, who"are lawfully allowed to 
explain or comment {iponthe\ holy verses of the 
Glorious Qur’an, have-explicitly-an idea in common. 
This idea is that the-aboye-quoted Verse which is here 
the beginning statement or the opening sentence of 
this present foreword implies and conveys a deep 
concept concerning the peerless personality of His 
Holiness Imam ‘Ali (AS.) who has been divinely 
blessed and favoured in some revelations descended 
unto Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W.). 

The present translation is indeed supported and 
enriched by the exalted Qur’anic verses that indirectly 
introduce and connote the great personal status of 
Imam ‘Ali(A.S.) in the Muslim community and in the 


history of the world. 

The translator has therefore endeavoured to 
prepare a relatively helpful English copy for those who 
desire to quench their thirst for acquiring the 
undeniable truth pervading the life motto and 
biography of a peerless patriarch known to be the first 
Imam of the faithful Muslims. 

Today, our country Iran is certainly proud of being 
directly under the auspices of Imam ‘Ali’s heavenly 
directions and his moral instructions. The existing 
religious leadership ruling this Islamic Republic is 
undoubtedly originated from the immortal source of 
the socio-political caret f.the Holy Prophet of Islam 
(S.A.W.) and is definitély;fosteéred by the unique status 
of his immediate Successor_Imam ‘Ali (AS.). May 
Allah descend his abundant favours upon the true 
believers. 


Sayyid Saeed Arjmand 
Mashhad, Iran 


Preface 


His Holiness Imam ‘Ali(AS.) is actually a shining 
star in the sky of humanity and he is also a guiding 
light illuminating the dark path of all people. One will 
know Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) much better when one’s insight 
is more polished, People of today whether Muslims or 
non-Muslims (Christians, Jews and Zoroastrians) know 
this Holy Imam better tham‘the people who lived in the 
past and wanted to judge Imam ‘Ali’s policy. 

Some of those ignorant-people- used to abuse Imam 
‘Ali(AS.) during their sermons fromthe pulpits. 

Despite hearing thosé” unfair insults, the 
congregation present there left the place indifferently 
and preferred to keep quiet. Shall we call such people 
human beings! They were actually ignorant persons or 
pretended to be unaware creatures. They had eyes, 
ears and tongues but they were either blind, deaf and 
dumb creatures or they deliberately acted as defective 
people. Heaven save us from them!! 

The cognition of Imam ‘Ali (AS.) will provide 
prosperity for humanity, It is therefore deserving to 


establish a branch of research concerning the exalted 
personality and biography of His Holiness Imam ‘All 
(AS.) in the celebrated universities of the 
contemporary world. 

Some erudites should undertake the task of 
researching more and more about the distinguished 
character of Imam.‘Afi (AS.)! Thus they may be able 
to understand His Holiness much better and then be 
qualified enough to introduce his Eminence to the 
world. Such an attempt will no doubt be unique and 
praiseworthy. 

‘The writer wonders whether he has been capable of 
realizing and conveying”Imam ‘Ali’s life motto in this 
short pamphlet. What/a great honour for the humble 
writer it he is successful in this feat!! Otherwise he will 
continue this work until he gains the expected results, 


Sayyid Rida sadr 
Qum, Iran 
Ramadan 19,1401 AH. 
Tir 30, 1360 
June 21’ 1980 
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1 
IMAM ‘ALI’S DIVINE BARGAIN 


Imam ‘Ali (AS.) trades with no one but God. The 
Holy Quran mentions: 
And of mankind is he who would sell himself, seeking the 
pleasure of Allah... 
Quran 2:207 


Commentators have emphasized that this holy verse 
was revealed to honour Imam sAli{A.S.), son of Abi. 
Talib, in reference to the night of Laylatul Mabit in 
which he sacrificed his life for the Holy Prophet 
(S.A.W.). 

‘The word sell implies some divine bargain here. A 
bargain is usually based on four factors: 

The buyer, the seller, the merchandise and the 
price. 

God the Almighty was the purchaser in this divine 
bargain, and Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) was the devoted seller. 
Imam ‘AIi’s sweet life was the precious merchandise, 


itt 


and the fixed price was but God’s contentment. 

To go into the details we have to study the 
following: 

Man’s instincts and his intrinsic desires are naturally 
testricted to his love for money and riches, his 
earnestness for providing temporal comfort, his 
tendency towards publicity and enjoying good 
reputation, his love for having children and finally his 
need to live long, 

‘These are actually the most original desires of man. 
His other needs emerge next to these important ones 
which are vital to him. These original desires do not 
stand on an equal leyél;*that is they differ from the 
viewpoint of necessify/arid substantial importance. The 
less important one must be-put aside for the sake of 
the more important one. ‘The-objective replaces the 
means, and the latter may’sometimes substitute for the 
former in this order. 

Money itself seems to be some means which will be 
sacrificed (expended) in the way of acquiring physical 
comfort. It will be also spent for the sake of our 
children and for providing facilities for life. There are 
few people who believe in money as their ideal aim in 
life. But all people like living for its own sake. This is 
no doubt based on a natural desire to be alive as long 
as possible. 


Now let’s see which one is more important for a 
normal person: life or social credit? Views may differ 
here and opinions may contrast! The sages sacrifice 
everything for their own "Selves". They Say their 
"beings" are the dearest of all. The formerly mentioned 
holy verse emphasizes that there is something more 
valuable than life itself; something which is worth the 
devotion of body and soul. In this equation God’s 
contentment is the divine objective while the dear life 
is the means of accession. This is actually what the 
broad - minded people think of the true philosophy of 
creation. 

Here we encounter a question: 

Suppose that it is cgrrécteto devote one’s life to 
God. How can one obtain-God’s! contentment, if he 
dies ? It was  previously...mentioned that the 
accomplishment of a bargain depends on four factors, 
The lack of one will ruin the whole bargain. In the 
divine bargain the seller perishes, but what about the 
determined price!? Then such a phenomenon should 
not be called "a standard bargain." 

‘The solution of this problem is as follows: Human 
life is not restricted to this temporal phase. There are 
more exalted phases of being and living. To logicians 
life is a doubtful reality with different levels and 
grades, Vegetative life is considered as the first stage 
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of living. Animal life is the second phase and human 
life follows these two phases and stands at the top of 
this cone or pyramid. Such a life is not restricted to 
these passing days and nights. Otherwise it is but the 
same animal life which is not true living. A true life is 
something everlasting and perpetual. Eternity is 
attached to a real life which is actually prolonged to 
the Hereafter. The life of this world is based on 
secular needs like eating food, clothing and so on. 
Immortality water means but life after death, and thus 
it is understood that the true life never comes to an 
end. It is therefore the best bargain to exchange this 
temporal life with what‘is.called eternity: eternal life 
means to sacrifice ourselyes.in order to join God the 
Almighty. There you need not have any eyes to see or 
ears to hear. The concept of distance does not exist in 
the Hereafter. Everything stéms to be transparent in 
that phase of eternal life. Immortality water is nothing 
but God’s contentment. 

In the Nahjul Balagha (Peak of Eloquence) of his 
Holiness Imam ‘Ali (AS.) some good and pious 
persons are characterized as follows: 

The virtuous people of Allah have made up their minds to 
leave and they have purchased with a little perishable 
(pleasure) of this world a lot of such (reward) in the next 
world? 


‘Thus these people devoted their restricted lifetime 
in order to obtain an infinite period of immortality. 

His Holiness Imam ‘Ali (AS.) enjoyed many 
bargains with God the Almighty. His rich life covered a 
long period of self-sacrifice and abstinence. The night 
in which Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) slept in the bed of the Holy 
Prophet of Islam (S.A.W.) in order to save the 
Prophet's life proved Imam ‘Ali’s pure devotion. There 
he had no partner to share the reward of his divine 
deed. Thence he was recognized to be the best 
example of a devotee in the school of Islam. In those 
days Imam ‘A{i(A.S.) was only a young bachelor. He 
was but a twenty year old boy who entered into his first 
bargain with his Lord/ ahd thence the world was 
eternally fragrant. 

The Holy Prophet of Islam (S.A-W.) might have 
been murdered had Imam“Aff'(AS.) not courageously 
undertaken that sort of bargain. That newly-emerged 
and sacred phenomenon (Islam) might have been 
annihilated too. On that night Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) was 
lying in the bed of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W.) with no 
protection, such as weapons or armour. A disarmed 
warrior is surely braver than. a fully - equipped 
soldier... 

The Holy Prophet of Islam (S.A.W.) propagated his 
new creed (Islam) for 13 years in Mecca where the 
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idolaters persecuted him and did not embrace his 
religion. Those pagans imposed famine and 
deprivation of the basic means of living upon the Holy 
Prophet (S.AW.) and his clan for about three 
successive years. The Holy Prophet (S.A.W.) however 
did not surrender and did not give up his divine calling. 
The Quraysh heathens assembled and exchanged ideas 
to eliminate that obstacle (the Holy Prophet) in their 
way of paganism. They even decided to murder the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W.) but no volunteer 
would risk his life for this feat. Some dualists proposed 
to imprison His Holiness until he died in jail. This 
suggestion was rejected {00, 

‘They eventually talked about his banishment from 
Mecca. This view was-also-considered hazardous due 
to the Prophet’s perseverance andthe unique eloquent 
orations he used to deliver in“public; something which 
would definitely gather more followers. Then a big 
expedition of Muslims would assail and overthrow the 
idolators. The council of heathens from the Quraysh 
tribe finally decided to choose ten men from among 
their ten clans. Those ten were appointed to murder 
the Holy Prophet (S.A.W.) at the proper time and 
place. 

They actually intended to obscure the murder case 
leaving no trace and clue of the assassin. Thus there 


would be no revenge and the like, except the necessary 
ransom for which they were all ready to accept the 
payment. They plotted to attack the Holy Prophet 
(S.A.W,) in his bed at midnight. 

Abi-Lahab, the Prophet’s uncle, was one of those 
vicious terrorists. He knew everything about the 
locality of the Holy Prophet's house, the gate of which 
was wide open all night Jong. Nobody knew of the 
mortal decision of that horrible council that had 
sentenced the Holy Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W.) to 
death. His Holiness Muhammad (S.A.W.) was divinely 
ordered to secretly emigrate from Mecca, 

The expected night Aefell, and someone was 
apparently sleeping in thé ‘bed Gf the Holy Prophet 
(S.AW.). The ambushing=Quraysh conspirators near 
the house of the Holy Prophet. (S:A:W.) imagined that 
the Prophet (S.A.W.)was lying in his bed. ‘They waited 
until midnight; the time they were going to commit 
murder in the deep dark with the intention of 
concealing the criminal act. They attacked the man in 
bed, but they found Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) there instead of 
the Holy Prophet (S.A.W.) 

"Where is Muhammad (S.A.W.)?" they asked. 

"He has left Mecca," was the answer. 

"Where has he gone?" they continued. 

"I don’t know. You did not like to have him in 


Mecca, he therefore deserted the city all at once," 
replied Imam ‘Ali (A.S.). 

‘They suddenly decided to murder Imam ‘Ali (A.S.), 
but their decision was disapproved of by some from 
amongst their own gang. The murder of Imam 
‘Al(AS.) seemed to be unnecessary. They were 
actually in pursuit of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W.) and 
intended to ruthlessly kill him. 

Imam ‘Afi (A.S.) proved his sincerity towards the 
Holy Prophet of Islam (S.A.W.) and thus he could 
save the rich life of the Holy Prophet Muhammad 
(S.A.W,) who could afford prosperity for humanity and 
could also eradicate” the roots of oppression 
throughout the worldly 

The above true story-may-be called a divine bargain 
concluded by Imam ‘Ali (A.S.}; 

wae 

‘There are too many divine bargains found in Imam 
‘All's lifetime. He was the seller and God was the 
purchaser of Imam ‘Ali's merchandise. This 
merchandise was but self-sacrificing and risk - taking in 
the battle of Uhud in order to safeguard the Holy 
Prophet (S.A.W.) who might have been injured by the 
enemies. This battle happened at the foot of Mt. Uhud 
which looked like a long wall extended alongside the 
battlefield. The mountain itself was split by a rift 
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through which every warrior could easily pass. This 
passage was located in back of the Muslim army. It 
was therefore a proper hide - out from which the 
infidels’ army could stab the Muslims in the back. 

In anticipation of this danger the Holy Prophet 
(S.A.W.) appointed fifty archers to guard the rift 
against the assault of the enemies. Those fifty archers 
were ordered to stick to their strategic positions on the 
mountain. 

They were strictly advised not to leave their 
appointed positions under any —_ unexpected 
circumstances, whether the Muslim army could win the 
battle or not. 

‘The Muslim archers did not,uhfortunately, obey the 
command issued by the Holy Prophet (S.A.W.) 

Due to Imam ‘Ali's unique’ bravery the Muslim 
combatants embraced victory in the heat of the battle. 

The defeated enemy began to flee without being 
pursued by the Muslim soldiers who were busy 
gathering war booties. Thus the latter neglected to 
think of a new attack by the enemy who had suffered 
but light casualties. Only a few of their commanders 
were killed. On account of all this, the infidel, 
dispersed soldiers regained their spirit and assailed the 
Mustim warriors who were busy gathering war spoils, 
and did not care about what was going to happen. 


19 


The formerly - mentioned patrols had abandoned 
their posts with the intention of seizing more and more 
booties. They did not obey their commander who 
wanted them'to respect the order of the Holy Prophet 
(S.A.W) In short everything was in disarray and the 
Muslim army had a serious problem due to some 
military disobedience. The Holy Prophet (S.A.W.) was 
left alone amongst the cruel pagans in the battlefield. 
Imam ‘Afi (A.S.) approached the Holy Prophet 
(S.A.W.) in order to help him in this hour of danger, 
the time and opportunity seized by the heathens to 
take vengeance on the Holy Prophet of Islam. 
(S.A.W.) 

Defending the Holy Prophet (S.A.W.) from every 
possible danger, His Holiness }Ali (A.S.) repelled the 
invading pagans who ‘iftended to get near the 
Messenger of God-withthe-evil intention of murdering 
him. Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) was seriously wounded, but he 
did not pay the slightest attention to the fatal situation 
in which he was involved. The brave defender Imam 
‘Ali (A.S.) was going to faint and collapse due to 
excessive bleeding. His sword broke and was replaced 
by a new one Zulfiqar. He knelt down several times, 
but finally regained the exhausted energy and thus 
rescued the Holy Prophet's life from an unavoidable 
mortal danger. Imam ‘Ali's body was thoroughly 
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smeared with blood and covered with wounds when 
the fight was over. 

The Holy Prophet (S.A.W.) paid Imam ‘Ali (AS.) a 
visit in his bed. There the Holy Prophet (S.A.W.) said: 
He who devotes himself to win God's Grace will be 
blessed with magnificent divine rewards. On hearing 
this statement of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W.), Imam 
‘Al’s reaction was both gladness and grief. He was 
glad that he had not fled from that horrible fight, and 
he was sad for not embracing martyrdom... The Holy 
Prophet (S.A.W.) told him that he would be martyred 
later on.... The following day the seriously wounded 
Imam ‘Afi (A.S.) got up from his bed, and mounted a 
horse bravely and rode gut #"watch the enemy who 
probably intended to atiack-the Muslim army again. 
Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) uhdertook-anidther divine bargain 
with God the Almighty when he got engaged in the 
Battle of Hamra’ al - Asad. 

The great distinction of Imam ‘Afi’s bravery 
compared with other gallants and heroes of the world 
lies in his unique way of fighting: His Holiness never 
started the fight as the first invader in the battlefield. 
He did not challenge any warrior to fight against him, 
that is Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) was always the second man 
who commenced a conflict, He was actually the 
defender and not the invader in all combats. He 
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practically answered as soon as he was called to the 
famous battles of Badr, Uhud, Khandag, Khaybar, 
Siffin, Jamal and Nabrawan, Imam ‘Ali(A.S.) did not 
intrinsically like to slay people, even his enemies. 

He had a heart made of gold, and that is why he 
preferred to be a defender rather than a ruthless 
warrior. This is what we call great dignity and unique 
virtue. 





Rida (Tehran, Iran: WOFIS, 1980), part 2, P. 369. 


ats 
IMAM ‘ALI’S JUSTICE 


Before me the people used to complainof the oppression 
of their rulers, but now I have to complain of the wrongful 
actions of my people, as though I am led by them and they 
are the leaders or that I am the subject and they are the 
rulers.’ 


These words of Imam‘Ali (A.S.) require an explicit 
commentary that may make. the saying clear for the 
reader or for the listener. ‘Phe ‘governing states that 
have been ruling over the poples of the world might 
generally be divided into three categories: 

1 - Despotism that implies the sovereignty of a 
single dictator over a nation. 

2.- Rule of a minority over the majority of people. 

3 - Government of the majority. 

Despotism ruled over the peoples of the world for a 
long time, and it is still governing so many nations in 
the present era. Such a regime is but the sovereignty of 
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a single ruler over the subjects of a country. The 
personal inclinations of this ruler will affect his 
political policy under the disguise of legislation or 
religion. This very person will soon change into a 
selfish and dominant monarch or chief and the like. 
His rule will be undoubtedly based on tyranny as long 
as he lives. The oppression of the powerful tyrant will 
influence his minor representatives who are actually in 
charge of some official posts and may in turn trespass 
upon others’ rights. 

‘The rule of minority implies a political party which 
consists of some fixed individuals who act the role of 
leadership in a society,,Qhis sort of government is a 
newly-emerged conceptin the present century, and it is 
also based on tyranny “and |aggression. Boundless 
personal inclinations will naturally cause some to 
trespass upon ‘others® right of freedom: such a 
government is actually similar to the formerly 
mentioned despotism which means the rule of a single 
monarch over a nation. 

Here the people are considered as nothing and the 
selfish chief is officially the only powerful authority in 
the country. The powerful political party is also a 
horrible government which dictates whatever it 
determines as civil laws to the people who must be 
obedient subjects with no objection. Otherwise prisons, 
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jails, punishments and even executions will embrace 
the so-called traitors and out-laws!!? 

‘The third form of government was clearly described 
by Abraham Lincoln: Government of the people by 
the people and for the people. Such a government is 
known as: "The National Government". The reason lies 
in the fact that this kind of rule is actually in the hands 
of the majority of people who govern a nation. 

Nowadays this from of political regime is called 
Democracy which is much better than those two 
formerly - mentioned regimes. Here people’s liberty is 
regarded as important by the government. But they are 
not allowed to be free in evérywalk of life. The press 
may oppose the govérnient \directly, and the 
government will not suppress-the press for some 
unimportant criticisms. In_ such’ a>/political regime 
individual statesmen cannot put into action what they 
want. 

This kind of rule is to some extent oppressive too. 
The majority here will trespass upon the rights of the 
minority of the society. The opponents of the 
government could be arrested or imprisoned under the 
accusation of high treason. 

‘Thus it becomes clear that in these three regimes 
the ruling class is inherently oppressive although it 
seems to be a national authority directed by the people 
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themselves. 

Imam ‘Ali’s rule was something quite different from 
those governments. It was neither a despotic rule nor a 
regime based on some political party or what is called 
"democracy". In ‘Ali's political policy there was no 
trace of tyranny. His rule was in reality based on divine 
justice; something which could help the oppressed 
without any hypocrisy. This kind of government does 
not trespass upon people’s rights, and the ruler will be 
loved by the people who may even hurt him. Now I see 
people doing injustice to rulers!! Well said, Imam ‘Afi 
(AS). 

The Statue of Liberty is a symbol of impartial 
judgement in today’s world: \this so - called angel is 
holding a scale in one hand, and there is a sword in its 
other hand... The sGaleheré“is ‘the token of people’s 
‘equality before the law, and the sword implies the just 
execution of that law with no additional pity or mercy 
granted to the guilty. To carry out the civil law 
precisely requires some harshneses that is naturally a 
phenomenon contrary to gentle justice, which was 
Imam ‘All's policy of administration. 

His Holiness used to administer justice mercifully. 
‘That affection influenced both the oppressed and the 
oppressors who were going to enjoy the privileges of 
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true justice. 

Now let's narrate the story of a man who was on 
duty to collect income taxes. He had direct orders from 
Imam ‘Ali(AS.) to be entirely friendly with the 
tax-payer. Imam ‘All's good pieces of advice are 
recorded in the book Nahj al-Balaghah and here we 
quote: 

Move on with the fear of Allah who is One and has no 
partners. Do not frighten any Muslim. Do not pass over his 
lands so as to make him feel unhappy. Do not take fram him 
more than Allah’s share in his property. When you go to a 
tribe you should get down at their watering place instead of 
entering their houses. 

Then proceed towards thier with peace and dignity till you 
stand among them. Then Salute them-and do not be remiss in 
greeting them, then say to them, ‘O_servants of Allah, the 
vicegerent of Allah or his caliph kas serit me to you to collect 
{from you Allah’s share in your properties. Is there anything of 
His share in your properties. If so, give it to His vicegerent. 

If someone among them says *No” then do not repeat the 
demand. If someone speaks to you in the affirmative then go 
him or oppressing him. Take what he gives you such as gold 
or silver (coins). If he has cattle or camels do not enter upon 
them save with his permission, because their major part is his. 
Therefore when you get there do not enter upon them like one 
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who has ill control over them or in a violent manner. Do not 
Scare any animal, do not tease anyone and do not let the 
owner feel grieved about anyone. 

Divide the property into two parts and let the owner choose 
one. When he has chosen do not object to it. Then divide the 
remainging into two parts and let him choose one and when 
‘he has chosen do not raise any objection. Continue like this 
till only that much remains which is enough to satisfy Allah's 
dues.” 

Are there such regulations for collecting income 
taxes in the so-called democratic countries? 


‘The Concept of Justice is.in Contrast with That of 
Tajustice 

To trespass upon—others’ properties, whether 
ordinary possessions or personal comfort and freedom, 
denotes injustice while justicé implies self - restraint 
and avoidance of such an aggression. The application 
of self - restraint lies in having the power to trespass 
upon others’ rights: The tyrant and the just should 
both be potent. Otherwise there will exist neither 
justice nor injustice in the world. The difference 
between the two powers however seems to be 
something observable. A tyrant has power over the 
oppressed, while a just person has power over others 
and over himself as well. The former lacks self - 





control, but the latter tries to avoid aggression. An 
oppressor follows his devilish caprices while the just 
man stops such indulgences. 

Anyone can easily act unjustly, but the 
administration of justice needs strong will and spiritual 
potentialities. The domain of oppression is too 
extensive and may encircle different sorts of people 
with different status and position. A disguised 
oppression which intends to act the role of favourite 
justice must be counted as the most repulsive type of 
injustice. Such an action is also a filthy sin committed 
by the most vicious villains. 

This ominous sin or sinister crime has been a 
current policy adopted by the despotic regimes. 

These oppressive governments have actually 
suppressed man’s liberty under the. false title of some 
invented freedom. Some’ tyrants have also repressed 
the pure doctrines of Islam under the name of some 
distorted legislation of this religion. These misled 
rulers or ignorant authorities fight against God in the 
Name of Godl!!? 

‘The Khawarij (Muslim outlaws) are vivid examples 
in Islamic history. The Wahabis accuse the pure 
Muslims of being polytheists and finally the socialist 
governments suppress people’s liberty under some title 
of invented freedom!!? Enchanting slogans are the 


most effective policies adopted by these political 
cheats who try to deceive the simple - hearted youth. 

Although His Holiness Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) could act 
unjustly under some logical grounds, he did not 
commit any crime and did not aggress upon others’ 
rights in the course of his brilliant life. There was no 
torture and the like among Imam ‘Ali’s prisoners. 

For instance Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) knew what was in 
Tbn Muljam’s mind, the man who intended to murder 
Imam ‘Ali (A.S.), but he did not punish the vicious 
villain before the committed crime. His Holiness 
believed that an evil intention should not be retaliated 
for. 

oe 

There are threé_kinds of justice: personal justice, 
judicial justice, and state justice. 

Imam ‘Ali (A‘S:) enjoyed those three privileges and 
possessed all of them perfectly. His Holiness had 
special regard for others’ rights. He was actually an 
obedient servant of God, and thus he performed his 
religious obligations sincerely. In his judgements Imam 
‘all (A.S.) did not issue a verdict based on his personal 
sentiments such as affection or fury. He was always an 
impartial judge in every court case. A qualified judge 
never follows the prejudices of his personal creed and 
cult, He must not be a member of a political party and 


the like. A young bachelor should not be appointed as 
a judge due to his youthful passions that may make 
him go astray. He then should be a married man with 
no ambitions for fame. A perfect judgement with all its 
proper conditions is what Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) likes to 
establish throughout the Islamic societies. 

Once someone reported Imam ‘Ali (AS.) to the 
second caliph.lmam ‘Ali (A.S.) was called for by the 
caliph who addressed his Holiness: "O father of Hasan! 
Sit by your foe until we investigate the case." Imam 
‘Ali’s face grew pale as if he was nervous. The caliph 
asked about the sudden change in Imam ‘Ali’s 
complexion. 

His Holiness replied’ /"I/wasyannoyed when | heard 
that I was orally respected:by-you while my claimant 
did not receive the same courtesy arid welcome." 

An impartial judge should”be impartial in every 
aspect of his judgement in the court. A strange person 
entered Imam ‘Ali’s residence and remained there as a 
guest for a few days. The man was actually expecting 
the other quarreling party to arrive. When Imam ‘Ali 
(ASS. found out about the man’s intention, he humbly 
asked him to leave the house in which he had been a 
guest for some days. Imam ‘Ali (AS.) continued: "The 
Holy Prophet (S.A.W.) has advised all judges to avoid 
receiving as a guest one claimant, while the other is 
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absent". 

State justice implies administration of justice 
throughout a country and among all the subjects of 
that territory. Thus the security and repose of people 
should be provided by the government, and this is the 
fundamental right of a nation. People are to be free in 
their talks, actions, trades, journeys and the like, 
nobody's rights should be ignored by the ruling class 
and by the rascals in the society. An old woman with a 
purse full of jewels can easily travel from one place to 
another without being robbed by the vicious villains 
this is the concept of perfect security and Jiberty that 
exists in a country which enjoys state justice. Such was 
Imam ‘Ali’s rule that protécted the oppressed and 
miserable people.| The repose or comfort people 
enjoyed during ‘the rule_of Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) was a 
divine blessing granted fo them. 

A woman called Sidih narrated: "I reported an 
official of Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) to His Holiness himself. 

The Holy Imam was busy praying when I visited 
him. He kindly asked me of the case I told him about 
the official’s tyranny. His Holiness burst into tears. He 
then said. "O my Lord: Thou art a good witness for me 
and my attendants. I have not directed them to act 
unjustly. "His Holiness took some parchment and 
wrote the deposal of that official on it. I was ordered 





to communicate the command. 

Tn Imam ‘Ali’s type of rule an unoccupied official 
position or post is much better than an unfair tyrant 
sitting on some powerful throne. Postponed deeds are 
better than evil-doers. Passing by the market of 
datesellers, Imam ‘Ali(A.S.) encountered a weeping 
maid who wanted to return the dates she had 
previously purchased. The seller refused to accept the 
sold material. Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) begged the man to 
cancel the bargain, but he received a blow on his chest 
instead! 

‘The people who were watching the scene informed 
the dateseller of his ruden€ss toward the caliph of the 
Muslims. The man gof ¢mbarraised and offered his 
apologies to Imam ‘Ali-(A:S,)-He then took back the 
dates and returned the maid’s.money. He also insisted 
on receiving Imam ‘Ali’s forgiveness. "I am pleased 
with you, because you have administered justice in this 
bargain" replied Imam ‘Ali(A'S.). His Holiness did not 
say a word of harshness to that man. This is an 
example of tender justice. 

Ona hot day Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) was on his way home 
when he met a woman who complained of her 
menacing husband. His Holiness promised the woman 
to investigate the case as soon as the weather got 
colder. The woman, however, insisted on taking Imam 


‘Ali (A.S.) with her and said her husband would be 
more furious if she went home too late. His Holiness 
then agreed to go with the scared lady. On visiting her 
husband Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) greeted the man and asked 
him to be kind and gentle to his wife. The ignorant 
man got mad and threatened that he would burn his 
wife ruthlessly. A scene was made and many passers - 
by assembled there. Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) was recognized 
and revered by the present congregation. The husband 
confessed that he was repentant, and promised to be 
kind to his wife as long as they lived together. Imam 
‘Ali (A.S.) was happy and advised that woman to obey 
her husband, and avojdany aggravation that would 
make the man go mad. 

One of the characteristics.of Imam ‘Ali’s rule was 
the freedom granted to_his enemies, These vicious 
enemies of His Holiness lived in Kufah with full liberty 
and used to abouse the Holy Imam here and there. 

On the contrary, Imam ‘Ali (AS.) did not take 
vengeance on them. The Holy Imam’s followers were 
not allowed to revenge their insults, too. Sitting among 
his attendants in a congregation Imam ‘Ali (AS.) 
observed some of the men greedily looking at a 
beautiful woman who was passing by that assembly. 
His Holiness then said: "The eyes of these male ones 
are too greedy and this phenomenon will ruin them all. 
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If any of you feels something towards the opposite sex 
he’d better choose his own legal wife!!" Hearing this 
excellent statement a villain who was present there 
burst into anger and envy and suddenly started to 
swear at the Holy Imam and said: "O, this unbeliever is 
so knowledgeable that I hope his God kills him. 

Imam ‘Ali’s attendants decided to kill that pagan, 
but the merciful Imam stopped them. He added that 
he had been insulted by that ignorant person whose 
penalty was nothing but oral abuse in return. The Holy 
Imam forgave him generously. 

Once during the performance of daily prayers Ibn 
Kuwwa, a hypocrite, loudly*recited this verse of the 
Glorious Qur’an in order to taunt Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) 

And verily it hath been reyeated unto thee as unto those 
before thee (saying): If thou ascribe a.partner to Allah thy 
work will fail and thou"indeed will be-antong the losers.* 

Qur'an 39.65 

What he meant was that Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) had 
become a polytheist and a loser. The Holy Imam 
remained quiet until Ibn Kuwwa finished talking. Then 
he wanted to continue the services, but again Ibn 
Kuwwa read the verse loudly. The Holy Imam became 
quiet. This was repeated a third time when the Holy 
Imam read this verse of Qur’an outloud: 

‘So have patience (O Muhammad!) Allah's promise is the 
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very truth and let not those who have no certainty make thee 
impatient.* 
Qur'an 30:60 


Then he continued the prayer. One of Imam ‘Ali’s 
friends was present there and begged His Holiness to 
deliver some sermons. The Holy Imam spoke 
eloquently for a while, and that friend was so 
enchanted and excited that he suddenly collapsed and 
died. His Holiness then said: 

"This is the effective result of an eloquent sermon." 

In the course of his preaching in the mosque the 
Holy Imam was periogitally insulted by some rogues 
Is who wer€ present there. But His Holiness 
was not disappointed, and-tried to give those villains 
proper and logical ansWers. on.the basis of quoting 
reliable verses of the -Gidriows Qur'an. They intended 
to overthrow Imam “Ali’s rule and deceive people with 
false slogans. Imam ‘Ali (AS.) was actually kind to 
them in return. His Holiness is the only oppressed 
ruler throughout the history of the world. 

Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) did not exploit people’s emotions 
and sentiments. Thus he avoided the commitment of 
injustice. He was an eloquent orator as well as a brave 
gallant with extensive knowledge. He was also the 
dearest friend and follower of the Holy Prophet 
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(S.A.W,). 

He was therefore qualified enough to influence 
people’s thoughts. The world knows that Imam ‘Ali 
(AS,) did not commit any evil act in his whole brilliant 
lifetime. He did not take advantage of the mass media 
of his time. To exploit the emotions of the youth is a 
treachery to humanity, and here Imam ‘All (AS.) was 
not a traitor, He did not try to gain false popularity in 
order to be able to continue his rule peacefully. His 
Holiness used to reproach the wicked for their own 
good. 

In short Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) never deceived people to 
maintain the stability of hisawn political position. 
People in general do fot like: ty be advised. They 
detest to receive directions-directly. There is a line of 
poetry which says: Mind yourself,.do’fiot worry about 
me, as you will not be punished fot my sins. Imam ‘Ali 
(AS.) followed his own heavenly policy. He showed 
people the straight path and advised them to avoid evil 
actions. He often walked through the bazaars and 
talked to the sellers about the bargains they had with 
purchasers, 

Statesmen prefer to be demagogues when they fail 
to be qualified leaders. They actually endeavour to 
remove all the obstacles found in their way. They may 
accuse theit opponents of high treason! They even 


avoid any profitable actions good for their country and 
the concerning people. They do not care about any 
disgrace. 
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IMAM‘ALIS GENEROSITY 


Which one is more preferable: bravery or 
generosity? Some prefer the former while the others 
approve of the latter. The first group claims that 
bravery implies devotion of one’s life, but generosity 
covers only the financialéxpenditures made by an 
intelligent person. Mofey. shoilld be spent to save 
one’s life which is naturally-more valuable and is 
actually a gift of God. Imam ‘Ali (AS.) was at the 
same time the bravest “and/thé most generous. An 
Arab poet writes: 

No wonder that God is potent enough to bless a person 
with all virtues.’ Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) was the noblest of all 
people. He enjoyed all privileges good men should be 
granted. He was but a unique soul! 

His Holiness used to help the poor in any condition. 
He did not care about his own financial affairs. He 
heard once that Migdad (a good Muslim) was starving. 
The Holy Imam went to the bazaar immediately and 


sold his own armour to provide food for that needy 
man. Abu Hirayrah (a Muslim attendant) says: “Once 
a severe famine prevailed upon the city of Medina, 
and I could not find any food to live on. I was forced to 
go to Abii Bakr in order to beg for some edibles as his 
needy guest, But I left him in despair. The next day I 
asked ‘Umar to help me, but again I was disappointed. 
On the third day Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) took me to his 
house and served me with adequate food." Abt Tufayl 
says: "I saw Imam ‘Ali(A.S.) who fed the orphans with 
honey..." 

Once Imam ‘Ali (AS.) was hungry too. He had no 
money to provide some food. He then began to look 
for a temporary job $6 ¢arn-some money. On his way 
round there Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) saw a man who used his 
camel to carry barrels of water with the intention of 
irrigating date palms: "The sameleer agreed to employ 
Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) who was to draw water out of the 
wells round about there and the wage was one date for 
a bucket of water. As soon as Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) had a 
handful of dates he left his job and sent the dates to 
the Holy prophet (S.A.W.) He did not want to be 
questioned by the Holy Prophet (S.A.W) about the 
source of this income. Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) worked as a 
labourer and thus he is appreciated by all toilers. 

It is narrated that once, while residing in Mecca, 


Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) met a bedouin who had grasped the 
sacred hanging cover of the Kabah tight in his hands, 
and besought the Lord to bestow on him 4000 dirhams. 
His Holiness asked the man why he wanted that much 
money. The bedouin answerd, "I am indebted 1000 
dirhams. I will pay 1000 dirhams for the price of a 
house I intend to buy. 1000 dirhams will go for the 
dowry and the rest will be appointed as capital to run a 
business. Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) requested that Arab to pay 
a visit to His Holiness in Medina. 

On his arrival in Medina the bedouin searched for 
Imam ‘Ali’s residence. A young boy of that city directly 
showed Imam ‘Ali’s houseto the Arab. The boy 
declared that he was Husayn. (A.S:) son of Imam ‘Ali 
(AS,). Imam ‘Ali(A.S.) Wwas_penniless at the time he 
met that bedouin. His Holiness therefore called for 
Salman and requested ‘hini-t6 sell his palm-grove the 
trees of which had been planted by the hands of the 
Holy Prophet (S.A.W.). Salman carried out Imam 
‘Ali’s order and brougth His Holiness 12,000 dirhams; 
the money gained from the sale of that palm-grove. 
Four thousand dirhams were granted to that needy 
Arab, and the rest of that money went into the hands 
of the beggars of Medina who were informed of the 
story of Imam ‘Ali’s sudden richness. His Holiness was 
again a moneyless man when he arrived home. 
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Once when Imam ‘Ali was in the presence of the 
Holy Prophet (S.A.W.), the Prophet (S.A.W.) raised a 
question about Imam ‘Ali’s torn and worn-out robe. 
"What did you do with that vestment I gave you?" the 
Holy Prophet (S.A.W.) asked. Imam ‘Ali (AS.) 
replied, "O Messenger of God! The other day I met a 
companion of yours who complained that he needed 
some clothing for his wife and for himself. I preterred 
to give him that vestment rather than keep it for 
myself. May the Lord grant me a better one!" Imam 
‘Ali (AS.) did not own an extra robe to wear! 

Once His Holiness had some money which he 
granted to the needy pédple at four times and on four 
occasions. The first portion was granted during the 
day. The second partion-was given at night, and the 
third was given secretly. while: the fourth or the last 
portion was offered in public: The following holy verse 
referring to Imam ‘Ali’s generosity was revealed. 

Those who spend their wealth by night and day, by stealth 
and openly, verily their reward is with their Lord and there 
shall no fear come upon them neither shall they grieve.” 

Qur'an 2:274 


This holy verse that implies Imam ‘Ali’s generosity 


explicitly emphasizes how beneficence should continue 
both secretly and openly if benefactors intend to help 
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others. A qualified Muslim is the one who endeavours 
to look neat while he is also brilliant in behaviour 
(body and soul). 

A religion is a divine legislation. A true believer 
avoids ignoring such a law both latently and openly. He 
will obey God’s creed in any circumstance. Religion is 
an external phenomenon as well as an inward feeling. 
Tf the mission of Islam was restricted to the 
improvement of people’s consciences only, what did 
the message of the public prayers really mean then? 
The Holy Prophet (S.A.W.) used to say his daily 
prayers five times in the open air and in public 
accompanied by his faithful followers. The pilgrimage 
of Hajj was void of meshingeif ts ceremonics were 
performed latently. If financiat-devotion was restricted 
to giving alms, then other welfare’ foundations like 
hospitals, orphanages and nurseries meant nothing in 
the school of Islam! If Islam was a concealed secret 
there would be no jihad (holy war) in this divine creed. 
Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) and Imam Husayn (A.S.) would not 
have been martyred and offered their lives if their 
religion (Islam) was a hidden mystery. 

The hypocrites pretended to be Mustims while they 
were but liars and were in reality brutal enemies of 
Islam and acted against the Holy Quran. To practise 
‘the rituals of a religion too extensively may create 
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some superficial notion that the mission of a divine 
creed is restricted to apparent ceremonies and 
superficial formalities. This may damage the basis of a 
religion. Imam ‘Ali’s policy indeed encompassed both 
obedience to God as well as adornment of appearance. 
God the Almighty may be revealed both in our hearts 
and on our tongues. His path is extended through our 
words and our deeds. To mix with people may also 
help us to reach God. 

Now let’s return to our main subject and see what 
was his policy in life. Once a beggar entered a mosque 
and besought the congregation assembled there to 
help him. Nobody pajd’any attention to that needy 
person, Imam ‘Ali/(AS,) was busy praying in one 
corner there. His \Holinesshinted that the beggar 
ought to approach him and offered that needy man the 
relatively precious ring he wore. The beggar left the 
mosque joyfully. While he was enjoying that 
munificence of Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) the following holy 
verse was revealed as proof of this true story. 

Your friend can be only Allah, and His messenger and 
those who believe, who establish worship and pay the poor 
due and bow down (in prayer). 

Quran 5:55 


Imam ‘Ali's divine guardianship is fully established 
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by the revelation of this holy verse. In the absence of 
the Holy Prophet (S.A.W), Imam ‘Ali (AS.) was truly 
the leader of all people, and this position was divinely 
granted to him. His Holiness was indeed the best of all. 
He deserved to hold that title of honour. The 
Messenger of God acted according to this holy verse of 
the glorious Qur'an. Thus Imam ‘Ali(A.S.) enjoyed the 
Holy Prophet's patronage and was actually the 
Commander of the Faithful. 

In the period in which he did not hold an official 
post, Imam ‘Ali (AS.) did not choose solitude. He 
worked on and on, As a farmer he planted too many 
trees and acquired a considerable amount of wealth. 
Upon his martyrdom and iis departure, the remaining 
wealth as a heritage was_but-some 600 dirhams. For 
about five successive. years Imam ‘Ali ruled over the 
extensive Islamic territories. is yearly legal income 
seemed to be an amount of 40,000 dinars (gold coins). 
But he lived piously and preferred to be abstinent in 
all walks of life. Here an impartrial judge as the reader 
of these lines will finally find out the obvious reason of 
Imam ‘Ali’s secular poverty: His Holiness was 
practically a munificent ruler and a generous Imam 
who did not hoard any money as other powerful rulers 
do. This short account will suffice him and all. 
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IMAM ALI’S RULE 


Imam ‘Ali’s rule was actually based on infinite 
mercy and boundiess affection. His Holiness had 
mercy upon his friends and foes. His way of ruling over 
people was practically theé6ntinuation of the Holy 
Prophet’s rule which wés/a divine reign. The Holy 
Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W.) was merciful and God is 
the Most Merciful. His Holiness’ Muhammad’s 
behaviour towards his enemies “was the pride of 
humanity. 

the Quraysh people persecuted the Holy Prophet 
(S.A.W.) as much as they could, while the Messenger 
of God was a benevolent person and intended to help 
them. The Quraysh clan’s enmity menaced the Holy 
Prophet (S.A.W.) and his household up to the verge of 
death. The latter were deprived of daily sustenance for 
three successive years, and were permanently abused 
by the former clan. The Holy Prophet (S.A.W.) was 
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eventually forced to leave Mecca. He emigrated to 
Medina where he was still troubled by the horrible 
invasions of the infidels who killed his brave uncle and 
mutilated the dead body of that warrior. The Holy 
Prophet’s cousin was killed too. Fortunately those 
cospirators did not find a good opportunity to kill the 
Messenger of God. Now let’s examine what was the 
Holy Prophet's behaviour towards those pagans after 
the fall of Mecca and the victory of the Muslim army. 
The Quraysh heathens had to surrender, and the Holy 
Prophet's herald proclaimed that day was the day of 
mercy, and not a day of vengeance and spite... The 
Holy Prophet (S.A.W,}did not summon any accused 
infidel to be put gnytrialy The murderer of his dear 
uncle was also pardoned-and spared. That devilish 
woman who had mutilated, the corpse of his martyrized 
uncle enjoyed the Holy Prophet's forgiveness too. Abi 
Sufyan, the chief of these pagans, received a big 
pardon and his house became a place of refuge. It was 
not long before he was also given 300 camels to share 
with his sons. Camels were too dear in those days. This 
was a short account of the Holy Prophet's rule when 
he was actually so powerful. 

Once Shaykh Nasrullah saw Imam ‘Ali (AS.) in a 
dream. He said to the Holy Imam that after the 
conquest of Mecca, Abi-Sufyan’s house would become 


a place of refuge until the tragedy of Karbala and the 
Martyrdom of Imam Husayn (AS.) and his 
companions. Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) Replied, "Go and listen 
to the poem composed by Hays Bays the poet." Shykh 
Nasrullah got up and went to that poet and told him 
his dream. Upon hearing that true story the poet 
suddenly burst into tears. He swore that piece of 
poetry had just been written the night before and 
nobody was informed of that composition. The 
concerning lines are as follows: 

When the rule fell into our hands, we administered but 
Justice and forgiveness. The time you were the rulers there ran 
but streams of blood! You prefetred'to slay the captives while 
we found it better to spare theif lives This will suffice to show 
our distinction over you.' 

Imam ‘Ali’s behayiour, towardshis enemies was 
something unique that implied deep affection for all 
the people of the world. Upon his accession to the 
caliphate some plotted against him. The battle of 
Jamal was waged upon His Holiness by the 
commanders of Basra’s army. They killed the treasurer 
of Basra and plundered all the cash stored there. What 
did Imam ‘Ali (AS.) do with them! His Holiness 
dispatched a delegation to those invaders to arrange 
some mutual talks, but his efforts were actually useless. 
A fight was consequently inevitable and those stubborn 
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people were finally overcome. Still the defeated 
enemies enjoyed Imam ‘Ali’s forgiveness, including 
Zubayr’s son. Also, Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) protected ‘Aishah 
in the battlefield against the furious combatants. She 
was safely escorted back to Medina. 

‘The following true story is recorded in history: ‘Amr 
Ma’di Karab, the famous Arab warrior, once 
approached the Holy Prophet (S.A.W.), embraced 
Islam and confessed that he was a true believer. On his 
way back to his tribe he captured the murderer of his 
slain father. He then took the captive to the Holy 
Prophet (S.A.W.) and asked his Holiness to take 
revenge upon the assassin. "The blood shed in the 
Days of Ignorance’ will not be retaliated for in the era 
of the establishment of-Islam," replied the Holy 
Prophet (S.A.W.) ‘Amr, gotzangry and became an 
apostate. He left the plate and on his way back home 
he plundered a Muslim clan. The Holy Prophet 
(S.A.W.) dispatched an army under the command of 
Imam ‘Ali (AS.) to pursue ‘Amr who was ready to 
fight against the Muslims. 

The gigantic apostate was fully armed when he 
stepped on the the battlefield. On the other side, the 
Muslim warrior Imam ‘Ali (AS.) appeared with no 
sabre in his hand. Imam ‘Ali (AS.) roared so loudly 
that the coward infidel ran away from the battlefield, 


and Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) became victorious with no 
bloodshed. After some time ‘Amr became repentant of 
his folly and again embraced Islam. Imam ‘Ali’s mercy 
upon his enemy rescued the life of an infidel who was 
a plunderer too. Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) spared the life of an 
apostate who had rebelled against Islam and the 
Muslims. 

Yemen has been considered to be an Arab country. 
The civilization of this land preceded that of Hijaz. 
The inhabitants of Yemen had not yet accepted the 
religion of Islam, and therefore, the Holy Prophet 
(S.A.W.) decided to dispatch Imam ‘Ali (AS.) to that 
territory in order to invite shase people to Islam. Imam 
‘Ali’s worthiness and is’ merey, upon those pagans 
caused a peaceful encounter which resulted in the 
conversion of those people to_Jslam without any 
bloodshed. Hamdan’was the first-lan which embraced 
Islam, and the other ones converted later. This honour 
should be granted to Islam and to Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) 
who could summon a non - Muslim nation to accept 
Islam so peacefully. No conflict occurred and those 
new converts were all wise people and their deeds 
were based on logic and reason. 

Other non - Muslim countries like Indonesia 
accepted Islam in peaceful conditions. Here we may 
mention some other countries as Malaysia, Bengal, 
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Kashmir and too many African countries. Fie upon 
those who say Islam’s development depended on the 
unsheathed swords. Islamic swords were always used 
against the ever - threatening enemies. There would 
have been no fighting if Imam ‘AH(AS.) had become 
the immediate successor to the Holy Prophet (S.A.W.) 
The Islamic state would not have become an Arabian 
Empire! The world would have been fully changed into 
some kind of utopia. Alas Imam ‘Ali’s policy was not 
followed fully enough. His way was just the same as the 
Holy Prophet’s way which was nothing but Allah’s 
straight path. God is the Most Merciful. 

Imam ‘Ali’s policy wasbut avoiding engagement in 
conflicts which is approved of by God the Almighty. 
During his rule the following three battles occurred: 
Jamal, Siffin and Nahrawan. Now let’s examine what 
was Imam ‘Ali’s-policy-inthiese fights. First he did his 
best to stop the occurrence of any conflict and 
bloodshed. When he was informed of the departure of 
the chiefs and commanders of Jamal army, he 
immediately left Medina to negotiate with them. He 
also sent a letter to them in which he had given them 
good pieces of advice. Ibn ‘Abbas was dispatched by 
His Holiness to negotiate with Zubayr who had a 
gentle nature. Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) ordered his courier not 
to negotiate with Talha who seemed to be stubborn. 
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His Holiness continued, "Tell Zubayr of his change in 
behaviour and of his newly - emerged hostility...!?" 

The Holy Imam then sent a letter to those two old 
friends and relatives by a man called ‘Imran b. 
al-Husayn al - Khiiz'l. The contents of this letter are as 
follows; 

Now both of you know, although you conceal it that I did 
not approach the people till they approached me and I did 
not ask them to swear allegiance to me till they themselves 
swore allegiance to me, and both of you were among those 
who approached me and swore allegiance to me. Certainly the 
common people did not swearallegiance to me under any 
force put on them or for any money’ given to them. If you two 
swore allegiance to me obedieditly, come back and offer 
repentance to Allah soon, but if You swore allegiance to me 
reluctantly, you have certainly given ye cause for action, by 
showing your obedience and concealing your disobedience. By 
my life you were not more entitled than other Muhajirun to 
conceal and hide the matter. Your refusing allegiance before 
entering into it would have been easier than getting out of it 
after having accepted it. You have indicated that I killed 
Uthmian, then let someone from among the people of Medina 
who supported neither me nor you decide the matter between 
‘me and you. Then one of us shall face (the command of law) 
according to (their) involvement. You should give up your way 
now, when the great question before you is only one of shame, 


before you face the question of shame coupled with the hell - 
fire: and that is an end to the matter. 

The following is recorded in some books: 

On his way to Basra, Imam ‘Al (A.S.) settled down 
in a territory called Zaviyah where he managed to say 
his prayers beseeching God in this way, "O Lord of 
heavens and the earth! This is Basra before me. I 
beseech thee to bless me with the service and 
benefaction of these people. I seek refuge there from 
the evil of some of them. My Lord! These people have 
turned their backs on me. They have broken their 
vows. O God! May thou savest the blood of the 
Muslims! " His Holinéss*then addressed Ibn ‘Abbas 
and said: "Go to /Talhay®Zubay, and ‘Aisha and 
summon them to Godthe-Admighty." 

The old ‘Amimar.,.Yasif;-‘being a distinguished 
companion of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W.) stood 
between the two armies, and announced to the Basra 
army: "O people! You are not being fair enough by 
concealing your wives behind some shelters, and by 
bringing the Holy Prophet’s wife as a vanguard to 
confront swords and arrows! "The old man then went 
to ‘Aisha and asked of her intention. She answered 
that she was going to take vengeance for ‘Uthman’s 
murder.‘Ammar continued: "May God annihilate the 
tyrant, the rebel and the astray at this timell..." Turning 





his face to the army of Basra he shouted: "O people! 
You know better which group murdered ‘Uthman...!" 
Ammar was now a target for the enemy's arrows and 
darts. The answer to a logical statement was but 
shooting! He had to go back to Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) and 
ask His Holiness to issue the order for an assailment. 

Despite a shower of arrows from the enemy’s side, 
Imam ‘Ali (AS.) did not issue the command to wage 
war. His Holiness addressed his own army and said:" 
Who is going to take this holy scripture (the Glorious 
Quran) to these people and invite them to it? He will 
be killed during this mission and I guarantee he will be 
an inhabitant of paradise jrt'the Hereafter: "A young 
warrior called Muslim yoJariteeréd to take the Holy 
Quran to the Jamal army,He fell/down and died due 
to the shower of arrows and lances-which pierced his 
body. The answer to @ logical Stafernent was death by 
spears! 

Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) ordered his men to be ready for a 
fight, but they were advised not to commence the 
conflict by shooting a single arrow nor by using their 
lances and their sabres against the army of the enemy. 
Imam ‘Ali’s brave general, Ibn Badil, fetched the slain 
body of his brother whom the soldiers of Basra army 
had killed ruthlessly. The general complained of the 
murder and said: "O my master! How long are we 
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going to wait? These rascals are busy killing one after 
the other from our troops while we do nothing but 
watch the scene!?" 

Another dead soldier was set before His Holiness, 
but the order of attack was not yet issued. The Holy 
Imam stated: "O My Lord! thou be witness to what 
happens." He then turned to his men and asked them 
to have mercy on their enemies. Imam ‘Ali (AS.) 
disarmed himself, and mounted the mule of the Holy 
Prophet (S.A.W.). Thus he went to the battlefield and 
shouted: "O Zubayr! Come to me". Zubary appeared 
fully - armed.Being informed of Zubayr’s departure 
‘Aishah cried out: "My sister Asma will soon become a 
widow!!!" Zubayr was actually her brother - in law. 

‘Aisha was again informed that Imam ‘Ali(A.S.)had 
goneh there wearing neither armour nor arms. She 
became calm whet shé heard the true story. Imam 
‘Ali(A.S.) embraced Zubayr and asked him the reason 
for his rebellion. Zubayr answered: | intend to revenge 
“Uthman’s murder. Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) said: "May God 
kill the actual murderer..." His Holiness gently 
continued: "Do you remember the Holy Prophet's 
prediction? "Now you are the one who fights with 
Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) and you are the tyrant". Zubayr 
replied: "May God forgive me, I would not have 
rebelled had I remembered the Holy Prophet’s words.” 


The Holy Imam stated: "O Zubayr! Return now..’ 
Zubayr replied: "How can I retun!? My reteat will be 
counted as a token of fright, and this is some disgrace 
which could not be cleared from my reputation. The 
Holy Imam added: “Return before bearing this shame 
along with the fire of hell". Hearing these words 
Zubayr decided to leave his army, but the cry of his 
son ‘Abd Allah made him stop. The young boy asked 
his father the reason for his departure. Zubayr 
answered: "O my dear son! Imam ‘Ali (A.S.)reminded 
me of some words I had forgotten. "The boy stated: 
This is not true, you are scared of Bani Hashem’s 
swords!" The father replied::"No I have remembered 
what I have forgotten offmy past days. Don’t blame me 
of fear and the like". He-then-held his spear up and 
attacked the right wing of Imam,*‘Ali’s army. Imam ‘Ali 
(AS.) ordered his men’ to fight ‘against the rushing 
Zubayr who seemed to be provoked by some of his 
own people. His Holiness asked his attendants to let 
Zubayr gallop around freely. 

‘The angry cavalier then attacked the left wing, and 
finally he rushed into the centre of Imam ‘Ali's army. 
No one appeared before the wandering jockey! He 
then returned to his men and proved to his son that he 
had not been a coward! Imam ‘Ali’s mercy upon his 
enemies granted Zubayr the glory of a warrior. 
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‘The words of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W.) were not 
only addressed to Zubayr: He who fights against Imam 
‘Ali will be known as a tyrant. Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) again 
entered the battlefield and called Talha: "Why did you 
rebel against me?" His Holiness asked Talha "I intend 
to revenge ‘Uthman’s murder," replied Talha. "May 
God kill the one who has participated in the murder of 
‘Uthman!!" answered His Holiness. “Have you not 
heard of the Holy Prophet’s statements! "His Holiness 
continued: "O Lord! May thou have mercy upon Imam 
‘Ali’s friends, and have wrath on ‘Ali’s enemies. "Were 
you not the first who swore allegiance with me, and 
then you broke your vows?! 

So whosoever bredkgth his Oath breaketh it only to his 
soul’s hurt;* 

Qur'an 48:10 


Becoming repentant Talha said: "May God forgive 
me. I beseech Him to grant me a true conversion". 
Addressing his combatants the Holy Imam said: "After 
the defeat of the Jamal division, you must not kill the 
injured, nor the captives, and do not pursue the 
refugees. Never take off their underwear!?. Do not 
mutilate their dead bodies, and finally do not rob 
them: only take the remaining booties in the 
battlefield” . The defeat of his enemies was proved to 


Imam ‘Afi (AS). He did not, however, issue the 
command for an assault! Jamal’s army rushed to the 
Imam’s men forcing them to retreat cautiously. The 
necessary order for attack was eventually issued by His 
Holiness and Imam ‘Ali’s enemies suffered a big 
defeat as a result of that conflict! Look how noble His 
Eminence was. How merciful was he with his 
enemies!? Is there any other example in the history of 
humanity? 

Atuler is so kind and compassionate with the rebels 
and outlaws who are but harmful creatures for him 
and his state! Let’s have a. look at his behaviour 
towards Mu‘awiyah. We will have a large collection of 
letters if we endeavour /to compile the ones he had 
sent to Mu‘awiyah in ordersto-show him the straight 
path which might havé Jed-hiny-to:the-truth. Imam ‘Ali 
(A.S.) did not intend to fight aginst that man, Now let’s 
point out some kindness offered by Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) in 
the battle of Siffin. 

Siffin extended along the Euphrates river. When 
Imam ‘Ali(A.S.) reached that territory his men 
requested him to block the flow of water to 
ah’s army. The Holy Imam did not agree with 
that proposal. His Holiness let the enemy enjoy the 
required water. Mu’awiyah’s army seized the 
opportunity and occupied that piece of land. He then 





ordered his men to block the river against Imam ‘Ali’s 
army. Again Imam ‘Ali’s army made the enemy retreat 
and the river was in the possession of the Holy Imam. 
His Holiness ordered his men to let the enemy enjoy 
the required water. This continued to the end of the 
war. The battle of Siffin lasted for about 18 months. 
Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) did not commence the major attack 
against the enemy. His Holiness expected his armed 
enemies to be filled with remorse and possibly retreat 
on the basis of some divine guidance. The result would 
have been the least amount of bloodshed. 

Now let’s have a glimpse at Imam ‘Ali’s conduct 
towards the rebels or’tiié\so - called (Khawarij):The 
best explanation aboyt these people could be concisely 
stated that they were—but~stubborn creatures that 
intended to murder Imam .‘A1(AS.) as their last 
objective. They at last ‘succeeded in acquiring their 
ominous desire! They were similar to a sick gang with 
no logical intentions and reasonable grounds. They 
could not actually bear Imam ‘Ali (AS.) as an alive 
person who intended to administer justice in the world 
of that era. In the Battle of Siffin, although they were 
among Imam ‘Ali’s men, they suddenly changed their 
minds and drew swords against their own commander 
who could not eventually win the war due to this 
unexpected rebellion. These idiots were against 





Mu‘iwiyah too, but their foolish deeds were 
automatically helpful for Mu‘awiyah who had risen 
against Imam ‘Ali (A.S.). 

On account of all this His Holiness was forced to 
submit to arbitration. They did not accept the 
arbitrator of Imam ‘Ali (AS.). An enemy was then 
appointed as an arbitrator who later on was discovered 
to be a traitor; and this caused those people to become 
more hostile. Imam ‘Ali (AS.) did not show any 
reaction to whatever they said and whatever they did! 
His Holiness practically ignored them. 

Impatient of the whole event, the companions of 
Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) tried to retaliate for the insults and 
abuses of those ignorant people: Imam ‘Ali’s followers 
requested him to let them! punish those rascals. They 
begged His Holiness either 10 suppress the rebels or 
imprison them: something Which might have restricted 
their future evil activities. Imam ‘Ali did not, however, 
consent and said: "As long as they are not too 
troublesome, we will not bother them and their wages 
and their financial shares will be paid to them. They 
are allowed to enter the mosques and say their daily 
prayers. If they proceed to murder innocent people, 
then we will retaliate". Those vicious rebels, who could 
not endure the presence of Imam ‘Ali (AS.), 
abandoned Kufah and marched out toward Nahrawan 
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in a throng. They were free to do anything they 
wanted, and Imam ‘Ali (AS.) did not prevent their 
movements whatsoever. On his way to fight against 
Mu‘aviyah, His Holiness Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) sent a letter 
to the Khawarij (the so - called rebels) and asked them 
to help him in a fight against their common enemy. 
But Imam ‘Ali’s proposal was rejected, and they 
declared war against his Holiness in return. Still His 
Holiness ignored those rogues, and preferred to march 
toward Syria. His Holiness did not consent to remove 
that obstacle. 

Reports conveyed irritating tidings. The rebels had 
started invasions here®and there causing people to 
insult Imam ‘Ali (A-S,)‘in\public. They would have 
Killed disobedient persons who did not like to abuse 
their Holy Imam. Itiam ‘Ali (AS.) returned to 
Nahrawan without having-tn iritention of waging war 
upon those rebels. The Holy Imam decided to deliver 
good sermons which might have had some influence 
upon those people. Some submitted while the others 
went back to Kufah to plot against him. The rest 
remained with an evil intention in their minds of 
imposing war against Imam ‘Ali (A.S.). While attacking 
Imam ‘Afi’s army they shouted this slogan: 

"Be happy and go to heaven."* 

Only after a soldier from his army had fallen down 
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did the Holy Imam issue the command for assault and 
the enemies were defeated. 

This is a short account of Imam ‘Afi’s behaviour 
towards his domestic enemies, His policy was just the 
same as that of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W.) and the 
Holy Prophet's policy was simply to follow the Straight 
Path of Allah. In the Islamic state every individual can 
enjoy so many privileges. They will enjoy various 
privileges including financial aid, and thus they will feel 
tendencies towards Islam and its legislation. 

‘This matter is pointed out in the Glorious Qur’an 
when the question of alms is raised. It notes that alms - 
giving wins the hearts of the.opponents and may be 
given to... 

Those whose hearts are to-be reconciled...° 

Qur'an 9:60 





Once Imam ‘Ali’s mail was lost. Later on it was 
found near a Christian chap who claimed possession of 
that armour. Imam ‘Ali (AS.) made out his case 
before the judge in charge. His Holiness added: "This 
is mine, and I have neither sold it nor have I given it 
away to anyone... Addressing the Christian man the 
judge said, "How do you counter the caliph’s claim?" 
This is my mail and you observe it in my hands, 
"answered the man. 





"The caliph may be right, but he could have made a 
mistake in this case, “continued the Christian chap. 
Looking at Imam ‘Ali (AS.) the judge said: "You are 
the claimant and you need a witness to testify to the 
case. Have you any?" 

"No, I have no witness,” Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) replied. 
The verdict was then issued in favour of that Christian 
man who took the armour with him and left the court. 
Taking a few steps out, the man suddenly began to 
shudder. He was actually filled with horror! He then 
returned to the court and confessed before the judge 
that the mail belonged to Imam ‘Ali (AS.). The man 
stated: "This state is adivine state governed by the 
Holy Prophets." ‘ 

He then embraced Islam and became a sincere 
companion of Imam ‘Ali (A.S.),-The man had become 
a wartior who attended Tmant“Afi (A.S.) in the battle 
of Nahrawan. The famous Arab writer Taha Husayn in 
his work called "Imam ‘Ali(A.S.) and His sons" gives 
the following explanation: Some refused to swear 
allegiance to Imam ‘Ali (AS.) as the caliph of the 
Muslims. His Holiness did not make them do so, and 
ordered his companions to do the same thing. In short 
Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) did not exert any force on them. No 
other caliph has ever done this to his subjects. Taha 
Husayn writes: 


Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) did not compel people to remain 
under his political direction in Iraq and Hijaz. There 
were too many who left him and went over to 
Mu‘awiyah’s side. They preferred the secular world to 
the divine creed. They were entirely free and not 
hindered by Imam ‘Ali (AS.) . Also His Holiness did 
not force people to take part in different battles. 

Now let’s have a look at Imam ‘Ali's policy towards 
sinners and criminals: The following true story is 
recorded in the famous book called Al-Kafi. 

A man came to Imam ‘Ali (AS.) and begged His 
Holiness to purge him of his sins of pederasty! Imam 
‘Ali (AS.) said: O man! gettip..and go out! you must 
have had a dream..." 

The next day the same-man-came to Imam ‘Ali 
(A.S.) and contessedto what he-had done. His answer 
was the same as before. On thé third day the story was 
just the same as it was on the two days before. The 
man uttered confession to the commitment of that sin 
on the fourth day. The confession was actually 
repeated four times by that pederast who had to 
undergo the death sentence according to some 
legitimate article in the Islamic legislation. 

Addressing the guilty chap His Holiness Imam ‘Ali 
(AS) said: 

“O man! The Holy Prophet (S.A.W.) has already 
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determined three different ways of killing a 
condemned pederast. You can choose the way of being 
punished which you prefer. 

A single blow with a sward on your neck, 

Being thrown down from a high hill with hands and 
feet bound. 

Being thrown into a flaming fire and being burnt to 
death." 

He asked Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) "Which one is the most 
violent way?" Imam ‘Ali(As.) answered. "Being burnt 
in the fire." The man continued." O master of the 
faithful! I Prefer to be burnt." 

Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) said""Be prepared and get ready. 
"The man said," [/ayn ready, "He then got up and 
began to say his prayers beseeching God to bless him 
with His favour, 

"O my Lord! thou knéwest I have committed an 
awkward sin of which I am scared and repentant too. I 
went to the Holy Prophet's successor in order to be 
purged of sin. He Proposed that I choose any of the 
three ways of being punished. O my God! I chose the 
most horrible way of being executed. I did so to be 
spared of the fire on Resurrection Day...!" Shedding 
tears the man got up and marched to the pit that had 
been dug and prepared for him to be burnt in. 

Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) suddenly burst into tears, and the 








Present congregation also wept sympathetically. The 
man’s guilt was divinely forgiven, and His Holiness 
Imam ‘Ali(AS.) told him "Angels shed tears for this 
case of yours and you are divinely pardoned. Go 
happily about your business and do not do anything 
like this again'.* 


PART IV 
+ 
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+ Kulayni ar-Radi, Muhammad b. Yagib b.ls‘haq, 
ALKafi (Tehran, Iran: World Organization for Islamic Services, 
1980). vol. 7, p. 201 
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v 
IMAM ‘ALI’S SERVITUDE 


‘The worship of God implies absolute obedience and 
pure servitude offered by a faithful believer. This type 
of worship does not mean slavery or human bondage. 
Servitude is based on free will while slavery is 
something compulsory imposed on mankind. The 
former is the result Of one’s consent, and the latter is 
the consequence of some exerted force! In Nahj al 
Balaghah (Imam ‘Ali's sermons, letters and sayings 
compiled by sayéd-Radi), we can Observe the following 
aphorisms: 

A group of people worshipped allah out of desire for 
reward. Surely, this is the worship of traders. Another group 
worshipped Allah out of fear, This is the worship of slaves. 
Still another group worshipped Allah out of gratefulness. This 
is the worship of free men. This worship is restricted to the 
noble believers.! 

Gratefulness originally settles in the very depth of 
the heart and manifests itself in one’s discourses as 


well as in his deeds. All this depends on some true 
cognition of life and divinity. Otherwise there will be 
no thankfulness and the like. The more cognition 
spreads the more gratefulness will emerge. Fear and 
hope are offsprings of true cognition. An ignorant 
person does not recognize the concepts of fear and 
hope in the message of human creation. Such a person 
is not counted as a qualified servant of God. He is 
actually ignorant of the creator’s power and thus he is 
no more thankful to Him! There are different ways of 
worshipping God The Almighty. Imam ‘Ali (AS.) 
practised them all. His Holiness was actually a perfect 
and obedient servant of God théGlorious. The help of 
people is considered t9 be aifact of worship if it is 
offered for the sake of God. 

One should not expect-toxb€ rewarded by people. 
This is regarded as some sort of secular business, and 
not the divine servitude. A true servant of God 
constantly feels that he is honoured by being present in 
God’s threshold. He observes none but the Great 
Creator. The Holy Prophet (S.A.W.) was blessed with 
the sacred title, The servant, in the Glorious Quran. 
Imam ‘Ali (AS) spent his enriched life worshipping 
God the Almighty and granting services to the people 
around him. 

Servitude means giving up caprices and it simply 
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implies absolute obedience to God. Silent praying with 
the intention of acquiring God’s grace through perfect 
subjugation is known as some sort of servitude. True 
servitude implies self - sacrificing and divine 
attachment as the most desirable aim in one’s lifetime. 
One ought to forget his ‘self’ in order to be dissolved in 
divinity. 

Practising daily religious services latently or in 
public, in the company of others or in one’s solitude is 
also a kind of servitude. It is an obligation upon the 
shoulders of a believer. Thus the beleiver may manage 
to have a direct line towards divinity. They say the 
starting point of this liné lies in the very depth of one’s 
heart and its cofttifuation\, passes through on 
discourses and one’s-deeds--Yea! Man may establish 





communication, with God-though’ pure worship! Daily 
prayers are known as the Best type of worship by which 
the faithful servant opens talk with God the Almighty. 
Saying prayers is the token of pure humility and 
absolute subjugation on the part of a qualified servant 
of God. Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) was the most faithful believer 
among those who used to say their daily prayers 
regularly. While busy praying he forgot his own self as 
if he were observing God. 

Once a Jewish scholar asked Imam ‘Ali (AS.) the 
following question, "Have you ever seen God whom 
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you worship!?" "I do not worship the God I have not 
seen, "answered His Holiness. "How have you seen 
Him?" continued the Jew. "You are not able to see 
God with the help of these two natural eyes"."He is 
visible through pure insight and in all holy hearts", 
replied Imam ‘Ali (A.S.). The renowned Persian poet 
Jami has composed a piece of poetry in praise of 
Imam ‘Ali’s practice of praying before God: 

"In the battle of Uhud Imam ‘Ali's body was pierced with, 
an arrow which had firmly lodged in his body. Much as they 
tried they could not take it out due t0 Imam ‘Ali’s inability to 
withstand that operation: the arrow was finally brought out 
while his Holiness was saying his prayers. Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) 
did not feel any pain as he was dissoli'ed in divinity during the 
performance of his obligatoryaduty:” 

In the famous book Nahj ,4l-Belaghah this silent 
prayer offered to God by Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) is quoted: 
"O my Lord! my prayers and devotions are not based 
on my fear of the fire of hell nor on my love for the 
paradise. Thou alone art worthy enough to be 
worshipped..." 

Zarareh bin Zamreh al-Laisi a dear companion of 
Imam ‘Ali discribes him to Mu’awiyah: The time Imam 
‘Ali(A.S.)spent with us he appeared to be just a close 
friend whom we could easily visit and associate with. 
‘There was neither a closed door nor a special guard to 
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separate Imam ‘Ali (AS.) from his companions. His 
glorious countenance, however, seemed to be a barrier 
which kept us gracefully away from him. His Holiness 
used to keep a permanent smile when he was attended 
by us in a meeting and the like. His face represented 
the mercy of his heart. He was vigilant all night long 
reciting holy verses of the glorious Quran which he 
read in the daytime as well. 

Once at midnight I observed him praying in the 
sacred adytum. His Holiness looked like a wretched 
person. I heard him say! 

O world! the beautiful bride. You have come to me! You 
are showing yourself off. 10 hte]. Please go away I need you 
not. You are divorced for éver. His Holiness then added: 
Woe ix me! What aboutthis long journey with inadequate 
provisions in my knapsack and.q rough road ahead!!?° 

It is related by Nawf al’Bikali that: 
night Amir al - Mu'minin (peace be upon him) came out 
from his bed and looked at the stars, then he said to me: "O, 
Nawf are you awake or sleeping?" I said : Lam awake, O 
Amir al - Mu'minin. Then he said: 

O Nawf! Blessed be those who abstain from this world and 
are eager for the next world. They are the people who regard 
this earth as a floor: they recite the Quran in low tones and 
supplicate in high tones and then they are cut off from the 
world like Jesus." 


saw that one 
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The following is another quote related from Imam 
‘Ali(AS.): "Since I was told by the Holy Prophet 
(S.A.W,) that nocturnal prayer is but pure light I have 
never neglected such a holy practice." His Holiness 
added that he had said that prayer during the night of 
Laylatul- Harir when he was busy fighting against the 
enemy until morning.® 

It is said that Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) had planted one 
thousand date palms with his own hands and he used 
to say his daily prayers under the shadow of those trees 
alternatively. His Holiness used to say his legitimate 





Prayers in the mosque, at home and in the open air. 
Mosques are not the only: places of worship. The 
surface of the earth is s6niealtar'on which a believer 
may worship God the Almighty.The Christians who 
assume churches to be the only, shrines for ceremonies, 
do not actually follow Jesus Christ who thought of 
devotions differently. These people prefer the weekly 
performance at the churches and do not practice their 
religion throughout the week. The Muslims who think 
that assembly prayer is some ceremonial phenomenon 
do not practically follow Imam ‘Ali’s way of servitude. 
They are not good followers of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad (S.A.W.). True servitude originates from 
the very depth of one’s heart and then manifests itself 
in practice. Ceremonial devotions should not be 
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counted as genuine servitude. 


PART V 


1. ar - Radi, The Sayings, Par 3 p. 711. 
2- Shaykh Ahmad Abdar-Rahmin Jami, Diwan Kamil Jami 
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VI 
IMAM ‘ALI’S POLICY 


Thinkers and theorists have a difference of opinion 
when discussing the question of means and aims or 
objectives in general. Is it approved and allowed to 
achieve a feat regardless of the way or means of 
achievement? Should a holy goal be gracefully 
accomplished? 

Do people care about-the-quality of the means? 

Are we free to do anything. to reach a sacred 
objective? 

Are we responsible for the sanctity of the 
concerning means which may be very helpful in an 
enterprise? 

Is a man permitted to commit a sin with the 
intention of enjoying some exalted objective? Shall we 
not count such a devilish policy as ‘a sin’!? 

Communists (the left - wing) do not care for the 
quality and kind of the means used to reach a goal. 
Imam ‘Ali’s policy is entirely different! 
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His Holiness never used a despicable means to 
obtain a beneficial result. Honesty implies avoidance 
of the commitment of some evil action at the time one 
is capable of doing it. Justice means abstinence from 
committing @ sin. Imam ‘Ali (AS.) always walked on 
the straight path to reach the truth, He never did 
choose the wrong way to attain success, It has been 
quoted from Imam ‘Afi (A.S.). 

Do You command me that I should seek support by 
oppressing those over whom I have been placed. By Allah I 
won't do so as long as the world goes on and ax long as one 
star leads another in the sky. 

Historians have uninimously recorded that His 
Holiness Imam ‘Aly (A.S:erepresented himself as the 
immediate successor-of the-Holy Prophet of Islam 
(S.AW.). To him others.were-bot usurpers. But His 
Holiness did not accomplish his personal objective 
deceitfully. He actually helped those three caliphs 
before him and they respected him too. Once “Umar, 
the second caliph, said: 

“If Ali (A.S.) had not helped me, I would have perished." 

‘There was a rumour that the Holy Prophet (S.A.W.) 
had not left a last will and testament. Despite all this, 
the impartial historians and the qualified researching 
erudites confess that Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) was introduced 
to Muslims and companions of the Holy Prophet 
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(S.A.W.) as the immediate successor of the Holy 
Messenger of God. As we have previously mentioned 
Imam ‘Ali(AS.) could have gained accession to the 
seat of caliphate by means of deceit or by some other 
policies which he did not like to exert. The immaculate 
Imam will never commit a sin or the like in his lifetime. 
He was a righteous person who hated bribery and 
other evil actions: thus rogues and rascals did not like 
him and plotted to murder this faithful servant of God. 


PART WV 
1- ar - Radi, part 2, p. 264, 
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vil 
IMAM ‘ALIE’S MARTYRDOM 


Imam ‘Ali's martyrdom is definitely a manifestation 
of man’s justice throughout the whole history of the 
world. Imam ‘Ali’s life was a representation of justice 
and his martyrdom was also a token of this humane 
quality. He himself wats a man of contradictory 
emotions and behayigurs, His martyrodom should not 
be judged as a mere death, His decease was more 
exalted than ordinary life. But people said that Imam 
‘Ali (A.S.) died fast’aé“otherhuman beings and living 
creatures do when the time of departure arrives, 

Here we intend to glorify a person whose death was 
quite different from that of others. That incident was a 
unique phenomenon: His Holiness knew who was 
going to murder him. That devilish conspiracy was 
disclosed to Imam ‘Ali (AS.).He therefore could 
sentence the accused person to death or imprison him. 
Imam ‘Ali (AS.) was able enough to banish that 
terrorist to a remote region in order to save his own 
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life. But he did not find it honest to punish someone 
who had not yet committed murder. 

Once His Holiness was taking a bath when he heard 
his two sons Imam Hasan (A.S.) and Imam Husayn 
(AS.) making a lot of noise outside the bath. Imam 
‘Ali (AS.) asked them the reason for their shouting, 
They answered that they were worried about his life 
when they had seen Ibn Muljam the murdere moving 
round there. Imam ‘AIi(A.S.) said!: "Leave him 
alone."Imam ‘Ali’s murder is the most dreadful crime 
committed by man, and his assassin is the most vicious 
criminal of the world. That brutal murderer, who 
received but mercy and kinduess from Imam ‘Ali(A.S.) 
had forgotten everything: Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) was 
murdered while practising his_religious obligation 
(dawn prayers) in a mosque the abode of God and His 
angels. His martyrdom happened in Ramadan (the 
fasting month) and on the evening of Qadr (a holy 
period)! Fie upon such an evil thought! Fie upon 
‘Time! Fie upon human species (mankind). 

At dawn on the 19th of Ramadan in the year 40 
A.H. (661 A.D) this horrible crime occurred in Kufah 
mosque. The most righteous believer was martyred by 
the most vicious villain who used his devilish sword for 
this murder! Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) survived three days after 
receiving that mortal blow. He would have forgiven the 
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striker it he had remained alive. His Holiness made the 
following recommendations about that vicious person 
who had intended to murder him: Imam ‘Ali (AS.) 
emphasized: "Be careful you do not torture that man, 
neither beat him nor abuse him. While retaliating do 
not inflict upon him more than one blow of the sword. 
True believers must execute legal retaliation in order 
to preserve prosperity for mankind on earth: this is a 
divine decree according to the Quranic Holy verses. 
“Never spread rumours that I have been ruthlessly 
killed; somehting which may instigate people to cause 
trouble and kill one another". His Holiness intended to 
save other pople’s lives which were at stake due to the 
fanatical prejudice gf somi¢ ignorant Arabs and their 
untamed traditions. 

There were some tarrow-minded persons who 
really tried to anhoy His’Holiness when he was alive. 
These people let out their enmity upon Imam ‘Ali’s 
grave after his martyrdom! Imam ‘Ali’s funeral 
procession was escorted in the dark of midnight, and 
his holy corpse was buried in a secret grave unknown 
to the outsiders who might have acted devilish roles! 
Imam ‘Ali(A.S.) was born in the House of God 
(Ka‘ba) and was martyred in a Holy shrine (Mosque of 
Kifah) too the mosque which is believed to be God's 
abode. Imam ‘Alli’s life had a divine beginnig and a 
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divine end. He was always present in the threshold of 
God as a faithful servant, Imam ‘Ali (AS.) paid strict 
attention to the hours of night (nocturnal praying and 
the like). He was stabbed at night, and died at night 
too. His Holy body was buried in the dark of night. 

Is night a sacred time compared to daytime!? His 
Holy corpse was escorted by his sons and a few close 
friends who buried it in an isolated piece of land 
unknown to his enemies. Imam ‘All’s loyal friend, the 
weeping Sa'saih b. Suhan al-‘Abdi paced to the holy 
grave and took a handful of dust to throw on his head, 
His other hand was on his heart when he grieviously 
uttered: 

“May my parents be thy rahsom O\my master! How lucky 
you have been: 

You were chaste when you were bom: You lived a pure life, 
and you were immaculate upon your departure. 

Your perseverance was unique. 

You were courageous in your Holy fights. 

You made profits in your bargains with God. 

You eventually succeeded in visiting divinity. 

You were divinely welcome, and your eternal abode was 
furnished at the threshold of God where His angels attended 
‘you sincerely. 

Your honourable position was just like that of the Holy 
Prophet (S.A.W.). 
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You are both sharing a single dwelling in which you toast 
your goblets to the truth that will quench your thirst eternally. 

wal beseech God to bless us with the honour of being your 
followers. 

we like to be friendly with your friends, and cast hostility 
‘on your enemies. 

May God make room for us among your friends. 

wwO Commander of the Faithful! 

Nobody has ever attained your rank. Your true faith was 
unique that is no other believer possessed such a pure inward 
feeling! 

You did fight in the company of the Holy Prophet 
(S.A.W.),. and you endeayolired much to establish the divine 
religion and the related tradition®> 

You did eradicate treacherous revolts. Thus Islam was 
fortified, and the true faith was enriched. 

Hail to thee. My best greetings 10 you, 

..O Commander of the Faithful! 

You were as a pillar of the Muslim community 

a. and you were the torch bearer in the Straight path of 
God. 

No other person possessed your pure qualities and your 
personal virtue. 

You were the first man who accepted the Holy Prophet's 
summons and you willingly embraced Islam, the religion to 
which you devoted your life. 


You were the first believer who assisted the Holy Prophet 
(SA.W,) cordially. 

You put your life at stake to rescue the Holy Prophet's life. 

You were the only warrior who fought against the brutal 
enemy so bravely.God suppressed the rebels with your sword 
Zulfighar, and perished the pagans in their fortresses with 
your hands. 

O Commander of the Faithful how blessed are you! You 
were the nearest companion of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W.), 
and you were the most learned of all his attendant 

...God hath blessed thee with an exalted position along 
with a distinguished rank. You were the best Muslim with the 
purest faith. You were the bravest of all, and the most loyal 
devotee. 

You were always the piorieer in-every walk of life, and you 
were the first to attain prosperity, 

May God bless us with your friendship, and protect us 
from fools! 

I swear that you were the key of all treasures and the lock 
to all evils. We miss you much. Had people obeyed you, they 
were eternally prosperous. But alas! 

They were ignorant from the top of their heads to the tip of 
their toes. 

Sasaih then cried out and burst into tears. The 
present audience wept too and offered Imam ‘Ali’s 
descendants the necessary condolences.’ 
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One night Imam ‘Ali (AS.) saw the Holy Prophet 
(S.A.W.) in his dreams. The former complained about 
some people to the latter who directed him to 
imprecate a calamity upon those wicked villains. Imam 
‘AT(AS.) cursed and said! "O my Lord! take my 
honest policy from these ignorant people and let them 
be misled by others, "This imprecation is to some 
extent the most ominous of all expressions of this sort. 
A person who does not have any regard for a good 
blessing will soon be deprived of it. One should 
endeavour to preserve the granted gift, he will be 
otherwise repentant for the sudden loss of that gift. 
Time is unfaithful and will pick the buds of May, the 
flowering month ruthfessly, Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) was taken 
away by man’s brutal hand! His Holiness was actually 
the flower of humanity. How.-miserable is he who 
destroys his singlé"Gosy- shelter with his own hands! He 
will no longer be a happy fellow! 

Studying the story of Imam ‘Ali’s martyrdom will 
clarify some judicial points and a few cases concerning 
the criminal Jaw: 1) Intention of committing a crime 
does not imply the occurrence of a murder case and 
the accused should nat be sentenced. Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) 
was aware of Ibn Muljam’s evil intention. Some other 
people were aware too, They knew him quite well. 
Imam ‘Ali(AS.) did not, however, call him a criminal 
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before his commitment of. murder. His Holiness did 
not imprison that man, neither did he banish him. That 
vile man was free to go everywhere he liked, and no 
one tailed him. 

2) Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) did not issue a verdict of guilty 
for Ibn Muljam who should have received the 
obligatory retaliation. His Holiness said: "If I die you 
give him but one stroke; whether he is killed or not. 
He has stricken me once”. Imam ‘Ali(AS.) did not 
intend to take vengeance on that ignorant terrorist. He 
did not therefore, insist on killing that wicked chap. 

3) ‘Ashath Qays (another rebel) who played a role 
in that criminal conspiracy’ ‘was not arrested after 
Imam ‘Ali’s martyrdom. That conspirator accompanied 
Tbn Muljam to the mosqué-where.Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) was 
stabbed by the latter, He awakened-the vile murderer 
so he could seize the proper opportunity to rush to the 
Holy Imam at dawn Hujr Ibn ‘Adi, Imam ‘Ali's 
companion, who was busy praying during that 
daybreak, discovered the evil intention of that terrorist 
and warned him to change his mind. Hujr left the 
mosque instantly and walked quickly to Imam ‘Ali 
dwelling in order to inform His Holiness of the whole 
plotted treason. He was shocked when he heard that 
Imam ‘Ali (A.S.) had chosen some other direction to 
the mosque. The die was cast, and the horrible 


incident had happened when he returned to the 
mosque! 

4) Ibn Muljam was taken to Imam Hasan (A‘S.) for 
the execution of retaliation. Addressing the Holy Imam 
the cruel murderer said: "Will you dispatch me abroad 
to kill Mu‘awiyah? He is your mortal enemy. They will 
kill me after his death, and thus I have actually 
received the legal punishment you intend to exert on 
me. In case I remain alive and survive this peril: I 
promise to return and undergo the trial or the 
legitimate retaliation. "Imam Hassan (AS.) did not 
accept his proposal, and refused to foster terrorism by 
consent to such an agreement. 


PART VII 
1- Al-Majlisi, vol 42,p.295. 
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TRANSLITERATION 





mel Tatton | yada Trntenen | Spel Trenton | yb Treat 





















































e 














& 
P| 

















el 





SAW. yb 2LTAS for SUE SOUL SOL SE 
ibn (b.) for gy. ct bintfor <:al-("-) for -3* 











1 nthe case of the Arabic definke ancl 'l-the leer ‘Tis esioed to the leters 
own a8 abut abshamsiyy: acd yd aye ogo 9 th sb do. Thus ok ahoms, 
aLRE and althamar becore ashahams, s¢-RBii and sthbamar, Since these forms ane 
Jess commonly followed in English books, the forms! ‘sk’ has been retained, thus abshams, 
not ashttams, -R@iT pot ar-RE and ab-thamar not sth-haear 





